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In the Claims 

Below is a list of current claims with status identifiers. 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An aiming indicia for a bar code comprising a sequence of 
parallel code bars and intervening code spaces disposed along a longitudinal code axis in accordance 
with a predefined standard and thesode bars arranged such that a sequence of values are encoded therein 
and which bar code is operable to be interfaced with a hand scanner that is operable to require that, prior 

5 to scanning the first code bar therein, the scanner must have a predetermined acceleration, along the 
longitudinal axis of the bar code , the aiming indicia comprising: 

a non-encoded graphic element disposed on the longitudinal code axis adjacent the bar 
code at the beginning thereof relative to the encoded sequence and spaced apart from the nearest code 
bars by a distance of at least 10 times a minimum unit width for the code bars and indicating that it is 

10 the beginning for a scan operation bv the scanner . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
graphic element has a height, measured in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal code axis* within 
[[the]] a range from about 50% to about 1 05% of the height of the code bars. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 2, wherein the 
graphic element has a height within [[the]] a range from about 85% to about 100% of the height of the 
code bars. 

Claim 4 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 3, wherein the graphic element 
has a height of about 95% of the height of the code bars. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 3, wherein the 
graphic element is separated from the nearest portion of the bar code by a distance, measured in a 
direction parallel to the longitudinal code axis, within [[the]] a range from about 15% to about 30% of 
the height of the element. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended); An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 5, wherein the 
graphic element is separated from the nearest portion of the bar code by a di stance within [[the]] a range 
from about 18% to about 24% of the height of the element. 

Claim 7 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 6, wherein the graphic element 
is separated from the nearest portion of the bar code by a distance of about 20% of the height of the 
element. 

Claim 8 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the graphic element 
is at least partially rendered in a red color. 

Claim 9 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 1, wherein the graphic element 
is at least partially rendered in a color contrasting with the color of the code bars. 

Claim 1 0 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 9, wherein the graphic element 
is at least partially red in color and the code bars are black in color. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the graphic element 
further comprises a plurality of discrete non-encoded sub-elements. 

Claim 1 2 (Original): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 1 1 , wherein a first sub-clement 
is a colon and a second sub-element is a letter C« 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 12, wherein the 
first and second sub-elements have a portion of their interior rendered in a red color- 
Claim 14 (Currently Amended): An aiming indicia in accordance with claim 13, wherein the 
first and second sub-clcmcnts have an outline portion rendered in a black color. 
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Claim 15 (Currently Amended) : A method for facilitating [[the]] a reading of a bar code using 
a manual optical reader* the bar code comprising a sequence of parallel code bars and intervening 
code spaces disposed along a longitudinal code axis, the optical reader having an optical axis defining 
a target region sensible by the optical reader and the code bars arranged such that a sequence of values 
5 are encoded therein and which bar code is operable to be interfaced with manual optical reader that 
is operable to require that, prior to scanning the first code bar therein, the manual optical reader must 
have a predetermined acceleration along the longitudinal axis of the bar code , the method comprising 
the following steps; 

providing a non-encoded aiming indicia disposed on the longitudinal code axis adjacent 
10 the bar code at the beginning thereof relative to the encoded sequence and spaced apart from the 
nearest code bars by a distance of at least 10 times a minimum unit width for the code bars; and 

inducing [[the]] users of optical readers to first direct the optical axis of the optical 
reader such that the target region is centered on the aiming indicia at the beginning of the encoded 
sequence and then to direct the optical axis of the optical reader such that the target region sweeps 
15 along the longitudinal code axis from the aiming indicia across the bar code. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A method in accordance with claim 15 , wherein the step of 
inducing comprises providing instructions for the use of the aiming indicia along with [fthe]] operating 
instructions for [[a] J ihe manual optical reader. 

Claim 17 (Original); A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein the step of inducing 
comprises printing instructions for the use of the aiming indicia on an article of commerce bearing 
the aiming indicia. 

Claim 18 (Original): A method in accordance with claim 15, wherein the step of inducing 
comprises providing instructions for the use of the aiming indicia on a television program* 
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Claim 1 9 (Currently Amended): An enhanced bar code for encoding information in machine- 
readable form, comprising: 

an encoded character string including a plurality of encoded characters disposed side-by- 
side along a longitudinal code axis, each character being formed by a sequence of code bars and 
5 intervening code spaces, the code bars being parallel to one another and to a line defining a bar axis 
which intersects the longitudinal code axis, each character having a definition in accordance with a 
predefined standard and the code bars arranged such that a sequence of values arc encoded therein and 
which bar code is operable to be interfaced with a hand scanner that is operable to require that prior to 
scanning the first code bar therein, the scanner must have a predetermined acceleration along the 
10 longitudinal axis of the bar code : and 

a non-encoded aiming indicia disposed on the longitudinal eode axis adjacent the 
encoded character string a; the beginning thereof relative to the encoded sequence and spaced apart from 
the nearest code bars by a distance of at least 10 times a minimum unit width for the code bars. 

Claim 20 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 19> wherein the definition for each 
character includes: 

a bar/ space pattern associated with the character setting forth the respective widths of the 
code bars and code spaces making up the character in terms of integer multiples of the minimum 
5 unit width, 

at least one encoded alphanumeric value associated with the character, and 
an integer checksum value associated with the character. 

Claim 2 1 (Original): A barcode in accordance with claim 19, wherein the character string further 
comprises, in sequential order: 
one start character; 
at least one message character; 
5 one check character; and 

a stop character, 
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Claim 22 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 1 9, wherein the bar axis forms a slant 
angle with a line perpendicular to the longitudinal code axis, the slant angle having a value greater than 
about 1 degree. 

Claim 23 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 22, wherein the slant angle has a 
value within the range from about 5 degrees to about 45 degrees* 

Claim 24 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 19, further comprising: 

at least one non-encoded wedge symbol disposed adjacent the character string along the 
longitudinal code axis; 

each wedge symbol being a right triangle having a first side substantially parallel to the 
5 longitudinal code axis, a second side substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal code axis and a 
hypotenuse side substantially parallel with the bar axis of the code bars; 

each wedge symbol being disposed such that the hypotenuse side faces the character 
string and is separated from the character string by a space having a width of at least 10 times the 
minimum unit width; and 

10 any wedge symbol which is disposed on the same side of the character string as the 

aiming indicia being positioned between the aiming indicia and the character string. 

Claim 25 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 24, comprising a pair of wedge 
symbols, one wedge symbol being disposed on each side of th« character string. 

Claim 26 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 19, further comprising a human- 
readable element disposed proximate to the character string. 

Claim 27 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 26, wherein the human readable 
element comprises alphanumeric characters disposed parallel to the longitudinal code axis. 

Claim 28(Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 26, wherein the human readable 
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element comprises the following sub-elements: 

an initial letter disposed at the leftmost position of the human readable eletrieiit; 

at least two two-digit strings arrayed sequentially immediately to the right of the initial 
5 letter, the first such two-digit string corresponding to the eiicoded alphanumeric value of the start 
character and the subsequent two-digit strings corresponding to the encoded alphanumeric vahie of the 
message characters taken in sequence from the message character adjacent to the start character to the 
message character adjacent to the checksum character, 

Claim 29 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 28, wherein the initial letter is a C. 

Claim 30 (Original); A bar code in accordance with claim 19, wherein the airtiifcg indicia 
includes a non-encoded graphic element having a height, measured in a direction perpendicular to the 
longitudinal code axis, within the range from about 50% to about 105% of the height of the code bars. 

Claim 3 1 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 30, wherein the graphic element is . 
separated from the nearest portion of the bar code by a distance, measured in a direction parallel to the 
longitudinal code axis, within the range from about 15% to about 30% of the height of the clement 

Claim 32 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 19, wherein the aiming indicia 
includes a non-encoded graphic element which is at least partially rendered in a red color. 

Claim 33 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 19, wherein the aiming indicia 
includes a non-encoded graphic element which is at least partially rendered in a color contrasting with 
the color of the code bars. 

Claim 34 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 19, wherein the aiming indicia 
includes a non-encoded graphic element further comprising it plurality of discrete non-encoded sub- 
elements. 
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Claim 35. (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 34, wherein a first sub-element is a 
colon and a second sub-element is a letter C. 

Claim 36 (Original): An bar code in accordance with claim 35, wherein the sub-elements have 
a portion of their interior rendered in a red color. 

Claim 37 (Original): A bar code in accordance with claim 36, wherein the sub-elements have 
an outline portion rendered in a black color. 
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